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A few of Shaftesbury's sentences will show his quality.

Our Manners, like our faces, though ever so beautiful,
must differ in their Beauty.

Gravity is of the very Essence of Imposture.

The most ingenious way of becoming foolish, is by a
System.

'Tis real Humanity and Kindness, to hide strong
Truths from Tender Eyes.

When Men are easy in themselves, they let others
remain so.

I know nothing, after all, so real or substantial as
Myself.

Swift and Pope and Shenstone all left behind them
collections of aphoristic sayings. Those of Swift are
admirable in their sardonic terseness, as for example :

A nice man is a man of nasty ideas.

We have just enough religion to make us hate, but
not enough to make us love one another.

I must complain the cards are ill-shuffled, till I have
a good hand.

No wise man ever wished to be younger.

All panegyrics are mingled with an infusion of poppy.

Last week I saw a woman flayed, and you will hardly
believe how much it altered her person for the worse.

Pope possessed beyond all poets the aphoristic turn of
mind, but employed it mostly in his verse. He could,
however, express himself in cutting prose. Men in those
days wore rapiers, and he carried his into literature and
unsheathed it, too.

A family is but too often a common wealth of
malignants.

That character in conversation which commonly
passes for agreeable, is made up of civility and falsehood.

Party is the madness of many, for the gain of a few.

The most positive men are the most credulous.